














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Family and Human Services Committee Roll Call

District

Name

Yes ,

No

District 19 - Towns of North East, Stanford, Pine Plains, Milan

Pulver*

/

District 13 - Towns of LL.aGrange, East Fishkill, and Wappinger

Bolner®

District 12 - Town of East Fishkill

Metzger*

District 6 - Town of Poughkeepsie

Edwards™®

District 18 - City of Beacon and Town of Fishkill

Page*

District 3 - Town of LaGrange

Polasek

District 4 - Town of Hyde Park

Black

District 14 - Town of Wappinger

Paoloni

District 17 - Town and Village of Fishkill

McHoul (VC)

District 20 - Town of Red Hook/Tivoli

Munn

District 22 - Towns of Beekman and Union Vale

Garito (C)

District 25 - Towns of Amenia, Washington, Pleasant Valley

A

Houston

Present: J a Resolution: M__\{_

Absent: _,_Q__ Motion:
Vacant: _,_,Q__

Total :

e

0

Yes

Abstentions: __D___

No

2020032 PUBLIC HEALTH NUISANCE APPROPRIATION, NOT TO EXCEED $105,000.00,
FOR COOPER ROAD MOBILE HOME PARK IN THE TOWN OF WAPPINGER

February 6, 2020



~ Roll Call Sheets

o District Last Name Yes No
" District 19 - Towns of North East, Stanford, Pine Plains, Milan Pulver /
S -. " District 13 - Towns of LaGrange, East Fishklll, and Wappinger Bolner
e District 12 - Town of East Fishkil Metzger
District 6 - Town of Poughkeepsie Edwards
District 18 - City of Beacon and Town of Fishkill Page }
District 1 - Town of Poughkeepsie Llaverias
'Ii.!is.trict 2 - Towns of Pleasant Valley and Poughkeepsie Sagliano
District 3 - Town of LaGrange Polasek
District 4 - Town of Hyde Park Black
District 5 - Town of Poughkeepsie Keith
| : Dislrict 7 - Towns of Hyde Park and Poughkeepsie Truitt
District 8 - City and Town of Poughkeepsie Brendli
District 9 - City of Poughkeepsie Johnson
District 10 - City of Poughkeepsie Jeter-Jackson 4 e
District 11 - Towns of Rhinebeck and Clinton Kearney
District 14 - Town of Wappinger Paoloni
District 15 - Town of Wappinger Cavaccini
District 16 - Town of Fishkill and City of Beac\on Zemike
District 17 - Town and Village of Fishk}\ McHoul
District 20 - Town of Red Hook/Tivoli [ Munn
District 21 - Town of East Fishkill \ Caswell
District 22 - Towns of Beekman and Union Vale \ Garito

District 23 - Towns of Pawling, Beekman and East Fishkill

\

&Iauser

Bistrict 24 - Towns of Dover and Union Vale

Shran\ \

‘District 25 - Towns of Amenia, Washington, Pieasarp Valley Houston
" Present: a‘:} Resolution: _V_ Total : o, L I
:Absent: i Motion: Yes No
) Abstentions: {5

. Vacant:

2020032 PUBLIC HEALTH NUISANCE APPROPRIATION, NOT TO EXCEED $105,000.00,
FOR COOPER ROAD MOBILE HOME PARK IN THE TOWN OF WAPPINGER

February 10, 2020



SUTCHESS COUNTY LEGISLATUR,

Commendatlon Blshop Gerardo J Colaeloeo
Legislator McHOUL offers the followmg and moves 1ts adopnon' _ ::- _' -

WHEREAS, Blshop Gerardo J Colaomco was bom on Septembel 19 1955 m St Franc1s Hospital,
Poughkeepsie, NY, to Angelo and Irma Colao1coo and - : . S

WHEREAS BlShOp Colacmoo was ra1sed in'the Faith and attended Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish
and St, Mary’s Parish in Poughkeepsm and during high school and college worked in St. Mary s Parish Rectory
and was greatly influenced by his Pastor, Msgr. Matthew J. Cox, and was also profoundly influenced by
Bishop J oseph M. Permeone Whom he knew and greatly admlred from his days at Om Lady of Mount Carmel,

WHEREAS afte1 1eoe1v1ng a deg1ee in hlstory flom Marlst College BlShOp Colaoweo entered Saint
Joseph’s'Seminary, and was ordained a Priest in 1982 by Telence Cardinal Cooke, and his pastoral assignments
include Sacred Heart Parish in Newburgh as a Deacon and as Paroohlai Vicar at Good Shepherd Parish in
Rhinebeck, Our Lady of Fatima in Scarsdale, and at Saint Columba in Hopewel] J unouon before beconung
Pr1est—Seo1eta1y to Caldlnal J ohn 0O*Connor, and ‘ : .

WHEREAS Blshop Colacicco has been Pastor of Sacred Healt Parlsh in Newbmgh Samt Columba in
Hopewell Junction, and Saint Joseph- -Immaculate Conception in Millbrook, has served on the Metropolitan
Tribunal of the Archdiocese, and, for four years, as Director of Pastoral Formation at Saint J oseph’s Seminary,
and was named a Plelate of Honm of HlS Hohness by Pope John Paul ITin 1999, and :

WHEREAS on Deeembe1 10 2019 the feast.of Our Lady of Loreto, B1shop Gerardo J. Colaomco and
Bishop Edmund Whalen were ordamed to the episcopacy, and Bishop Colacicco will be in: remdence at
St. Mary, Our Lady of the Falls in Wappmgeis Falls now, 1he1efore be it '

RESOLVED, that the Dutchess County Leglslatule on behalf of all the people of Dutchess County,
does hereby commend and congr a‘mlate Blshop Gela1do J. Colaeloco on the dlstmgmshed high honor of being

ordained to the episcopacy.
Resolution No. 2020033

STATE OF NEW YORK
88t

COUNTY OF DUTCHESS

"T'his is to certify that I, the undessigned Cleck of the Legislatare of the County of Dutchess have compared the fozegoing resolution with the original resolution
now on file in the office of said dlerk, and which was adopted by said Legislature on the 0% day of Febmary 2020, and that the same is a teue and correct transeript of said

original resolntion and of the whole Ehm:(.of

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hercunto set my hand and seal of said Legislature this 10% day of Februa
CAR




TCHESS COUNTY L]EGJ[SLATURE

Commendatxon Pawlmg Fue Dcpartment 125 th Ann1ve1 sary

pU

Legmlatm HAUSER offels the followmg and moves 1ts adoptlon

WHEREAS the men and Women n ofthe Pawhng Fire Deparlment have pr otecled the
lives and p10pert1es of theu nezghbms and those in sunoundmg commumtles and '

WHEREAS the men and women of the Pawhng Fire Depafcment are; all Volunteers who
devote whateve1 tune is necessary to tra fumng and prepala‘uon and =

, WHEREAS Whene%z the alarm sounds the 1men and women of ihe Pawlmg Flre o
Departmcnt 1espond with courage and plofessmnahsm and : -

WHEREAS the Pawling Fire Department is. celebratmg 125 years of service to the .
commumty, now, therefme be it :

RhSOLVED the Dutchess County Leg1slah1re does hereby extend its thanks to the
PaWhng__Flre Department for its exceptional community service; and be it further

 “RESOLVED, that the Dutchess County Legislature on behalf of all the people of
Dutchess County does hereby thank, commend, and congratulate the Pawling Fire Department
for its peerless tradition of prompt and effective emer gency response and extends its best wishes
for all of its future successful accomphshments -
Resolution No. 2020034

STATE OF NEW YORK

S5

COUNTY OF DUTCHESS

"Fhis is to certify that 1, the undersigned Clerk of the Tegishtire of the Gounty of Dutchess have compared the foregoing resolution with
the original resolution now on file in the office of ssid cleck, and which was adopted by said Legislature on the 15th day of February 2020, and that the
same is a true and correct transcript of said original resolution and of the whole thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set ray hand and seal of said Legislature this 10* day of February 2020.

éﬁﬁv% cm%? M TRGISLATURL




TCHESS COUNTY LEGISLATUR

Proclamation: National Salute to Veterans Week

DU

The Dutchess County Legislature offers the followmg and moves its adoption:

WHEREAS, Natmnal Salute to Veterans Week began on F ebrumy 9 2020, and continues
through February 15 2020, and :

WHEREAS Dutchess County recogmzes the nnportanoe of showxng our support to the
men and woinen who’ have honorably served our conntry and have borne the: ba‘ctle in defending
freedom, not only at home but thloughout the w011d and ' : :

WHEREAS the purpose of Na‘oonal Salute to Veterans Week is 1o pay ulbute and
expless appreciation to Veterans, to increase oommumty awareness of the role of the VA
Medical Center, and to encourage cmzens to v151t hospltalized Vetel ans and to become mvolved
as Voluntee1s, and L I i

WHEREAS the week of February 14 of each yeat is our opportumty to sa.y thanl you to
a speczal group of men and women, the more than 9 million Veterans of the U.S, Armed Forces
who ate cared for in Deparlment of Veterans Affans (V A) Medwal Centers, outpatlont chmos
domlclharzes and nursing homes, and PR : _ : ,

WHEREAS during National Salute to Vetelans Week the VA mvxtes 1nd1v1duals
Votelans groups, mllltary personnel, civic orgaiizations, busmesses schools, local media,
celebrities, and sports stars to participate in a variety of activities at the VA Medical Centers,
which include special Ward visits and valentine distributions, photo opportunities, school essay
contests, speoxal recreation actwmes and Veterdn 1eoogmtion progr ams, now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Dutche_ss County Logisla_ture does hereby recognize and proclaim
February 9 through February 15, 2020, as National Salute to Veterans Week and expresses its
deepest gratitude to the brave | men. and Women ‘who have hon01ably served our country.
Resolution No. 2020035
STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF DUTCHESS

“T'his is to certify that T, the undessigned Clerk of the Legishture of the County of Dutchess have compared the foregoing resolution with
the ongmni reselution now on fle in the office of said elerk, and which was adopted by said Legislature on the 10th day of February 2020, and that the
sarne s a true and correct transcript of said orginal zesolution and of the whole thereof,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, T have hereunto set my hand and seal of said Legislature LI;EE 10" day of Bebruary 2020,

4 :M LE TURE




TCHESS COUNTY LEGISLATUR

Condolence: Robert Sears

DU

The Dutchess County Legislature offers the following and moves its adoption:

WIHEREAS, the Dutchess County Leglslature has learned with sadness and regret of the recent death of
Robert Sears, on Febr uary 4, 2020 at the age of 94, and .

WHEREAS, Robert Sears was bom on November 8, 1925, in Poughi{eepsle New York to Anson and
Mary Hines Sea1s and

WHEREAS Robefts Sears graduated from Poughkeepsxe High School and at the age of 17 enlisted in the
U.S. Army where he served in the Astan Pacific Campaign as a staff sergeant during World War Il and

WHEREAS Robert Sems worked for the Sheet Metal Workers Union #38 front 1952- 1988 working mostly
asa foreman fo1 Shaker, Travis and Qulnn Poughkeeps1e and :

WHEREAS, Robelt Sears served as a member of the Town of LaGrange Republican Commlttee and as a
Dutchess County Legislator from 1978-1979 for District 22 Town of LaGrange and again from 1994-2009 for
District 3, Towns of Poughkeepsic/I.aGrange, serving as the Assistant Majority Leader for 4 of those years, and loved
and served his constituents with grace and professionalism, and

WHEREAS, Robert Sears was active in many local organizations such as the LaGrange Lions Club, the
Knights of Columbus the LaGrange VEW, and was also an avid golfer, gardener, and enjoyed playing cards with his
friends, and .

WHEREAS, Robert Sears married Maureen O’Brien on October 8, 1969, and they were married for 51 years
and his other love was his four girls and his 12 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren, and

WIHEREAS, Robert’s passing will be mourned by his family, friends, and colleagues throughout Dutchess
County, now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Dutchess County Legislature, on behalf of all the people of Dutchess County, does
hereby extend its deep sympathy and sincere condolences to the family and friends of the late Robert Sears, and be it

further

RESOLVED, that the meeting of the Dutchess County Legislature be adjourned in memory of the late
Robert Sears.

Resolution No. 2020036
STATE OF NEW YORK

88,
COUNTY OF DUTCHESS

This is to cextify that |, the uadersigned Clerk of the Legislature of the County of Dutchess have compated the foregoing resolution with the original
resolution now on file in the office of ssid dlerk, and which was adopted by said Legislature on the 10th day of February 2020, and that the same is a true and
correct transcript of said original resolution and of the whole thereof,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal of said Legislature this 10% day of February 2020.

Ck@ﬂ%%ﬁiﬁ C\L.gms%ELI%GISM’FUM




UTCHESS COUNTY LEGISLATUR

| Coudolence' J ohn T. Bertomeu
Chair PULVER offers the followmg and moves its adoptlon

WHEREAS the Dutchess Coun‘cy Legislature has learned with sadnes_s and :rcg1et of the
recent death of John T. Bertomeu on J anuary 25, 2020, at the age of 73, and

.WHEREAS' John T Bertomeu was ‘born on February 19, 1946, in Cairo, New York, and

_ WHEREAS .T ohn T. Bertomeu was a Navy Veteran who served his country from April 2,
1963, untﬂ February 17,1967, and

WHEREAS after serving in the Armed Forces, John T. Bertomeu was a Sergeant in the
Dutchess County Jail from 1974 untif retiring in 1999, and

WHEREAS John’s passing will be mourned by his family, friends, and oolieagues
throughout Dutchess County, now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Dutchess County Legislature, on behalf of all the people of
Dutchess County, does hereby extend its deep sympathy and sincere condolences to the family
and friends of the late John T. Bertomeu, and, be it further

RESOLVED, that the meeting of the Dutchess County Legislature be adjourned in
memory of the late John T. Bertomeu.

Resolution No. 2020037

STATE OF NEW YORIK
552
COUNTY OF DUTCHESS

This s to certify that I, the undersigned Clerk of the Legislature of the County of Dutchess have compared the foregoing resclution with
the original resolution row on file in the office of said clerk, and which was adopted by said Legislature on the 10th day of February 2020, and that the
same is 4 true and correct transcript of said original resclution and of the whole thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, T have hereunto set my hand and seal of said Legislatuze this 10% day of Febroary 2020.

[ORRIS, CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE




On motion by Majority Leader Bolner, duly seconded by Assistant Majority
Leader Metzger and carried, the Rules were suspended to aliow the public to
address the Legislature on agenda and non-agenda items.

Luse Dubois, Wappingers Falls, spoke in favor of campaign finance and
submitted 50 signatures in favor of establishing a voluntary small-donor
public campaign financing system, attached hereto.

Maria Quackenbush, Hyde Park, spoke in favor of campaign finance.
Dave Heller, Rhinebeck, spoke in favor of rank choice voting, attached hereto.
Darrit Roberts spoke in favor of campaign finance and veterans.

Steve Fleischer, Probation Officer, spoke in favor of adopting 207C, line of
duty coverage.

Jessica Flanagan, Probation Officer, spoke in favor of adopting 207C, line of
duty coverage.

Mary Ellen McCue, Probation Officer, spoke in favor of adopting 207C, line of
duty coverage.

Michele Pfeil, Probation Officer, spoke of her viscous attack by dogs and in
favor of adopting 207C, line of duty coverage.

Karen DeSimone, Probation Officer, spoke in favor of adopting 207C, line of
duty coverage.

Cindy Martinson, Probation Officer, spoke in favor of adopting 207C, line of
duty coverage.

Karen Wright, domestic partner of Michele Pfeil, spoke of Michele’s injuries
and in favor of adopting 207C, line of duty coverage.

Officer Rufino, Probation Officer, spoke in favor of adopting 207C, line of duty
coverage,

Constantine Kazolias, City of Poughkeepsie, spoke in favor of adoption 207C,
line of duty coverage. He also spoke regarding the cost overruns at
45 Market Street.

No one else wishing to speak, on motion by Majority Leader Bolner, duly
seconded by Assistant Majority Leader Metzger and carried, the Regular
Order of Business was resumed.

There being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 8:43
p.m. in memory of Robert Sears and John T. Bertomeu.
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PETITION TO DUTCHESS COUNTY LEGISLATURE

We, the undersigned residents of Dutchess County, New York, urge our Dutchess
County legislators to establish a voluntary small-donor public campaign financing
system for candidates running for public office in Dutchess County. Democracy works
best when all qualified candidates can run for office, when voters have more choice,
and when representatives are responsive to their constituents.
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PETITION TO DUTCHESS COUNTY LEGISLATURE

We, the undersigned residents of Dutchess County, New York, urge our Dutchess
County legislators to establish a voluntary small-donor public campaign financing
system for candidates running for public office in Dutchess County. Democracy works
- best when all qualified candidates can run for office, when voters have more choice,
and when representatives are responsive to their constituents.
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PETITICN TO DUTCHESS COUNTY LEGISLATURE

We, the undersigned residents of Dutchess County, New York, urge our Dutchess
County legislators to establish a voluntary small-donor public campaign financing
system for candidates running for public office in Dutchess County. Democracy works
~ best when all qualified candidates can run for office, when voters have more choice,
and when representatives are responsive to their constituents.
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PETITION TO DUTCHESS COUNTY LEGISLATURE

We, the undersigned residents of Dutchess County, New York, urge our Dutchess
County legislators to establish a voluntary small-donor public campaign financing
system for candidates running for public office in Dutchess County. Democracy works
best when all qualified candidates can run for office, when voters have more choice,
and when representatives are responsive to their constituents.

Pod

51 Beowuond e [
ok, Y (203

M(Eli

COMN

W\;"lg@

NAME ADDRESS EMAIL ADDRESS 'SIGNATURE
ety wlo i > Ledal il Weteot>3on At o, —— |
N (AU o tk&r,{@
R\L\\'W‘O (,ID(L»’ b Wekson QJ%MLW& Sﬂ Lo Y gy
| ¢ mmmm‘ Fir beth. f“Uh?M-ieﬁO
. Ma”ﬁTQ\WL %ML’W i BﬁmeL o
: DHotf WM. S I'-‘I’fal bn a,nmost—u&wr
Brignis Sttuber  [Wppimess Falis vy @ gradl o1
M,gg %&D 17?01;%@57% Bl
‘fVLUU L;CDILL(/WLL(& Fiv<"4u
SCW%EI% 2 DefBlc < Pok. )D‘DW#D@
“Tltve s i Yot Moronn S -rstru!oew
Rulbes Pole 13507 %M
o 0L er 2 Y| py gz pdese W2
| %%ﬁ 2370 7 G mir [ (o
,\/ A
MS# fet StET I@wsc?_néyrm@qﬁ/,c&/
A2 bremdwood Dr
; wrd®
ﬁ]pr\l De Burd ol N9 1to3 "“f”’\,&% Con

Nend, Gro3s A3 Dean Place
Alexander Piosie N 12c0
' ' | W\l oum adesandaf el
Jv W’Q{q@gﬁ LU/ 7/ | e 'y




Candidate A

HOW IT WORKS

Just like a single-winner ranked choice voting
election, backup choices are counted if no
one earns enough first choices. But rather

than a single winner who represents an entire
district, multiple people represent a portion

of the district, and
therefore each only
need a portion of
votes to win.

Candidate B CD @ : @O E

Voters rank
candidates in order

Candig:

of choice, All first

Candidated (OO D@D

choices are counted,
and if a candidate

Candidate E (D @D & ©

has enough votes,

they win. The
percentage of votes required depends on how
many seats are being elected - the more seats

25%

One candidate exceeded the 25%
threshold. The surplus votes will be
counted towards the supporter’s
2nd choice candidate.

No other candidates have
reached the 25% threshold, so the
candidate with the fewest votes

is elimiated. Those votes will be
counted in the third round tafly,

there are to fill, the lower the percentage needed
to win, For example, in a three-winner race, a
candidate must win more than 25 percent of the
vote to be elected.

If a candidate wins with more votes than the
election threshold, but not all seats have been
filled, any extra votes count proportionally
toward voters' next choices. For example, if a
candidate receives 10 percent more first choices
than what was needed to win, then a tenth of
each of their supporters’ votes count toward
their next choices.

If no candidate has more votes than the
election threshold, the candidate with the
fewest votes is eliminated, and voters who
picked that candidate have their votes count
for their next choice. This repeats, just like with
single~winner ranked choice voting until every
seat has been filled.

WINNERS

The eliminated candidate’s
votes are counted for the
suppotter’s second choice
and the top three candidates
emerge as winners.

FairVote.org | info@fairvote.org | 301.270.4616




FAIR REPRESENTATION

Whether in the majority or minority, voters’
choices truly count. This creates governing
bodies who reflect the diverse views and

experiences of the people they represent.

The Fair Representation Act, sponsored by
Congressman Don Beyer, gives voters of all
backgrounds and all political stripes the power
to elect House Members who reflect their views
and will work constructively with others in
Congress.

MULTIPLE WINNERS WITH
BROAD SUPPORT

Candidates competing in a multi-winner election
must receive broad support in order to win,
legitimizing outcomes for candidates and voters
alike and giving winners a strong mandate to
govern,

CIVIL CAMPAIGNS

Candidates are incentivized to work together

in the hopes of earning voters’ backup choices.
Issues, rather than perscnal attacks, take center
stage.

HEE-ALL
e Winner

Small Dlstnct On

“ONE REFORM TO SAVE AMERICA.
IF WE'RE GOING TO HAVE JUST ONE

STRUCTURAL REFOR

THAT NIGHTMARE, RANKED-CHOICE
VOTING IN MULTIMEMBER DISTRICTS

M TO HEAD OFF

IS THE ONE TO CHOOSE.”

-— David Brooks, New York Times Cofumnist

NO MORE GERRYMANDERING

Multiple winners makes

it virtually impossible for
politicians to manipulate
maps to their advantage.

This ensures competitive |

elections that restore
power to voters,

Marytand Congressional
District 3, also known

"as “America’s most

gerrymandered district.”

=0

a

“POLARIZATION AND PARTISANSHIP, BOTH AMONG VOTERS
AND IN THE CONGRESS, HAVE REACHED DANGEROUS AND
SCARY HEIGHTS. THE FAIR REPRESENTATION ACT IS THE BOLD
REFORM AMERICA NEEDS TO BE SURE EVERY VOTE MATTERS,
TO DEFEAT THE GERRYMANDER, AND ENSURE THE HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES REMAINS THE PEOPLE'S HOUSE.”

— Representative Don Beyer, Virginiea's 8th District

FairVote.org | info@fairvote.org | 301,270.4616




SPECTRUM ARE GROWING INCREASINGLY
FRUSTRATED WITH OUR SYSTEM THAT
OFFERS BINARY CHOICES AND PRIVILEGES
THE IDEOLOGICAL EXTREMES. REFORMS LIKE
THOSE IN THE FAIR REPRESENTATION ACT
WOULD BEGIN TO ADDRESS THE SIMMERING
ANGER AT OUR POLITICAL SYSTEM.”

—Lanae Erickson, Senior Vice President of Third Way

Our democracy is fundamentally broken by fierce
partisan divisions. Most voters are locked in con-
gresslonal districts that are increasingly skewed
toward one party. Without the power to elect
congressional members that represent them,
Americans have no voice on Capitol Hill. The
problem goes beyond gerrymandering, redistrict-
ing, and money. The problem is districting itself.
The zero-sum game in which only one person

is elected to represent each district no longer
works in this era of hardened partisanship.

» Allow voters to express their full and true
preferences by using ranked choice voting to
elect representative(s).

» Create larger, multi-member districts with up
to five members each.

» Organize a 15-member independent
redistricting commission in each state

TAVE-ALL
Small District: One Winner

WINNEE

consisting of ordinary citizens, not politicians
or lobbyists, that includes an equal number of
Republicans, Democrats, and independents.

WHY WE NEED THE FAIR
REPRESENTATION ACT

The Supreme Court in 2019 closed the

door to a naticnal legal solution to partisan
gerrymandering. The U.S. Constitution does not
say how states should elect their Members of
the House of Representatives, and states used
a variety of methods for most of the nation’s
history. However, since 1970, every state has
elected only one per district in a winner-take-all
election, due to a federal law passed in 1967,
After half a century of exclusive use of single-
winner districts, we need a new standard,
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AN REFRESENTATION
Large District: Multiple Winners
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Hairich systam are brolwm

Elections are not competitive. More than 85%
of U.S. House districts are completely safe for
the party that holds them, and only 4% were
true toss-ups in 2016, As a resuli, milions of
Americans are perpetually represented by
politicians they oppose.

Outcomes are distorted. Massachusetts
Republicans haven't elected a House Member in
more than two decades. Arkansas Democrats are
similarly shut out, Minor parties are nearly always
shamed as “spoilers.” One party can run the
House even when the other earns more votes.

Representatives are more polarized than
voters. Voters in general elections must choose
between polarized candidates selected by
highly partisan primary voters, leaving many
without a route to representation.

Fhe Fair Papresondation et can b

Meaningful elections, By electing candidates
from multi-winner districts with at least three
seats each, fair representation voting would
allow every voter to elect someone from the
major party they support.

Accurate Representation. Because election
results with ranked choice voting would be
proportional within each district, the skewed
outcomes of our current system would be a
thing of the past. In every state, the number of
seats earned by each party would align far more
closely to their share of the vote,

Open elections to reflect our full diversity. With
proportional outcomes and a wider variety of
candidates advancing to the general election,

the Fair Representation Act will create more fair
r

“ONE REFORM TO SAVE AMERICA.
IF WE'RE GOING TO HAVE JUST ONE
STRUCTURAL REFORM TO HEAD OFF
THAT NIGHTMARE, RANKED-CHOICE
VOTING IN MULTIMEMBER DISTRICTS

IS THE ONE TO CHOOSE”

— David Brooks, New York Times Cofumnist

Fair
Representation

VOTERS ENGAGE
MORE WITH
REPRESENTATIVES

No More
Gerrymandering

Civil Campaigns
and
United Governance

enefits of the

Whether in the majority or minority, voters’
choices truly count. This creates governing
bodies who reflect the diverse views and
experiences of the people they represent.

When multiple seats are elected fairly,
candidates can't take any voier for granted.
You have greater choice, and your vote
counts in every election.

Larger districts that elect multiple members
with fair representation voting makes

it virtually impossible for politicians to
manipulate maps to their advantage. This
ensures competitive elections that restore
power to voters,

Candidates are incentivized to work
together in the hopes of earning voters’
backup choices. Issues, rather than personal
attacks, take center stage. Republicans

and Democrats will share districts, creating
incentives for the parties {o work together in
their constituents’ interests.

To learn more about the Fair Representation
Act, visit www.FairRepAct.com. To learn more
about our work, visit www.FairVote,org,

“| ENTHUSIASTICALLY SUPPORT THE FAIR REPRESENTATION ACT. | HAVE RECRUITED
AND TRAINED HUNDREDS OF CANDIDATES AND HELPED TO ELECT BLACK
WOMEN AND PEOPLE OF COLOR CANDIDATES ACROSS THE NATION. THE FAIR
REPRESENTATION ACT WOULD FURTHER ENABLE CANDIDATES FROM DIVERSE
BACKGROUNDS TO RUN, HAVE A FAIR SHOT TO WIN, AND OFFER A SOLUTION TO A

HALF-CENTURY OF SINGLE WINNER DISTRICTS THAT REPRESENT THE FEW.”

— Jassica Byrd, Three Point Strategies & Movement for Black Lives
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WHERE IT’S USED:

Benton County, OR

Berkeley, CA

Oakland, CA |}

San I
Leandro, CA
San Francisco, CA

Payson, UT
Vineyard, UT

Telluride, CO|| o . Fe, NM
Las Cruces, NM

“IT'S AN ELEGANT WAY OF GETTING TO
A PLACE WHERE THE VOTERS TRULY
HAVE THE SAY IN WHAT HAPPENS IN AN
ELECTION.”

— Stan Lockhart, Former Utah Republican Party Chairman
and leader of Utah Ranked Choice Voting

Candidate

Candicdate

St. Louis Park, MN--Minneapolis, MN
ouis Far St Paul, MN

Springfield, IL

New Yorlk, NY

Eastpointe, Ml

Portland, ME
Cambridge, MA

B
>~ Easthampton, MA

" Takoma Park, MD

7 Using RCY Now
7 Overseas Woters
=i Coming Soon!

HOW IT WORKS

I¥'s simple] Voters get to rank candidates in
order of choice, If a candidate receives more
than half of the first choices, they win, just like
any other election. If not, the candidate with

the fewest votes Is eliminated, and voters who
picked that candidate as ‘number 1" will have
their votes count for their next choice. This pro-
cess continues until a candidate wins with more
than half of the votes, which is a majority.

WINNERS WITH GREATER
SUPPORT

Ranked choice voting ensures candidates win
alections by making connections to more voters,
upholding the principle of majority rule that
legitimizes outcomes for voters and candidates.
Without RCV, candidates can win primaries or
general elections with far less than 50% support.

FairVfote.org | info@fairvote.org | 301.270.4616




VOTE YOUR CONSCIENCE

No more strategic voting. Ranked choice voting
frees voters to choose the candidates they

like best, without fear of wasting their vote and
inadvertently helping elect the candidate they
like least.

MORE COMPETITION CREATES
REFLECTIVE OUTCOMES

With more candidates and choices, elections
become truly competitive, electing winners

who reflect the views of the widest number of
constituents. And even in crowded fields, similar
candidates can compete without splitting votes.
Whether Republican, Democrat, independent or
third-party, all candidates can compete without
worrying about the “spoiler effect”

CIVH. CAMPAIGNS

Candidates are incentivized to work together or
find common ground on issues in the hopes of
earning votars’ backup choices.

“AS A CANDIDATE, YOU HAVE TO TALK
TO EVERYBODY, EVEN PEOPLE WHO
YOU KNOW YOU'RE NOT THEIR FIRST
CHOICE...IT CHANGES THE WAY YOU
RUN CAMPAIGNS.”

— Libby Schaaf, Mayor of Oakland, CA

BENEFITS OF RCV

> No more vote splitting or “spoiler” candidates

» No more “wasted” votes

» Candidates are elected with a mandate

> No expensive runoffs, and voters enly make
one trip to the polls.

¥ It can be used easily on modern voting
equipment or with workarounds on older
egquipment,

“WHEN WE HAVE RANKED CHOICE
VOTING, IT ALLOWS FOR A MORE
DIVERSE GROUP OF CANDIDATES TO

STEP FORWARD AND STEP IN.”

— Peggy Flonagan, Lieutenant Governor of Minnesota

50%

Candidate B has the
fewest 1st place votes

Candidate B votes move o
2nd and 3rd choice candidates

New totals reveal a winner
{more than 50% of the total vote)
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Candidates do
best when they
reach out positively
instead of attacking
opponents.

3

EEN
Candidates need
to earn bacle-up

support to win, not
just first choices.

4
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A study has shown
that voters in cities
where RCV is used
said they observed
less negative
campaigning.




bt
ROUND 1:
Candidate B has
the fewest
1st choices

ROUND 2:
Candidate B moves
to 2nd and 3rd
choice candidates

ROUND 3
New totals reveal
a winner {more
than 50% of the
total voie)

AT A TEIME WHEN IT FEELS LIKE POLITICS ARE TEARING OUR COUNTRY APART,

RANKED CHOICE VOTING HELPS B

The Ranked Choice Voting (RCV} Act is a bill that
would make our elections fairer, more efficient,
and more representative for all U.S. Senate and
House primaries and general elections. The Act
would require that all U,S, House and Senate
elections be conducted with ranked choice
voting beginning in 2022, It would replace all
congressional runoff elections.

Already used for congressional elections In
Maine and in dozens of state and local contexts,
RCV makes elections better for both voters and
candidates by ensuring that winners will be
elected with more than half of the votes,

RING US TOGETHER.

The RCV Act is constitutional, as Congress has
the right to determine how its members are
elected, and would ensure states receive federal
funding to help them with the transition to RCV,

HOW IT WORKS—IT'S ALL ABOUT
MORE OPTIONS FOR VOTERS:

A candidate wins ouiright if ranked first by more
than half of the voters, Otherwise, the candidate
in last place, the one with the fewest first
choices, is eliminated, and voters who ranked
that candidate as their “number 1" will have their
votes count for their next ranked choice.This
process continues until a candidate wins with
more than half of the votes.
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WHY VOTERS SHOULD CARE
ABOUT RANKED CHOICE VOTING:

RCV ends plurality and expensive runoff
elections. Primaries often attract large fields

of candidates, leading to nominees with a

small percentage of the vote or the need for

a second election called a “runoff” between
the top two candidates. RCV ensures that the
winning candidate can’t win with a plurality, and
instead earns motre than half of the votes in a
single election.

RCV discourages negative campaigning.
Negative campaigning is a part of most
elections, and is often rewarded, With RCV
candidates succeed when they reach out
positively to engage with as many voters as
possible -- including those supporting their
opponents. When candidates need second
choices to win, they're incentivized to share
their vision rather than tear down another,

RCV gives voters more choice and ends
“strategic voting.” Without RCV, similar
candidates with the same broad base of voters
are split, enabling a weaker “spoiler” candidate
to win despite narrow support. The backup

“NOTHING WE DO HERE IN CONGRESS
IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN
PROTECTING AND STRENGTHENING
OUR DEMOCRACY SO THAT IT CAN
EXPRESS AND SERVE THE WILL OF THE
PEOPLE FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.”

—Congressman Jamie Raskin of Moryland, Sponsor of the RCY Act

choices in RCV protect against this, leading to
more fair outcomes where voters can support
the candidate they like the most without worrying
about electing the candidaie they like least.

WHY ELECTION ADMINISTRATORS
AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS
SHOULD CARE:

RCV saves money by acting as an “instant
runoff’, eliminating a second low-turnout
runoff election where voters return to the polls
a second time. Instead, RCV allows voiers

to express their support at one election by
candidate rankings, The RCV Act provides
funding to states to update their legacy
equipment and conduct voter education.

Vote for me
as your 1st, 2nd, OR 3rd choice!

FairVote.org | info@falrvote.org | 301.270.4616
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When a politician
needs second
choice votes to win,
they're incentivized
o mitigate the
extremism and
polarization in
our politics.-




The Challenge

The United States lags behind 76 nations in the percentage of women’s representation at the national level,
marking a steep decline from two decades ago. Women in those nations are not smarter, more prepared, or
more eager to run for office than women in the US, but those nations have voting systems that function like
Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) to create opportunities for women to run and win in significantly higher numbers,

Good News

Ranked Choice Voting works for
women. In the twelve American cities
that use RCV, including nine for their
city council elections, women’s
representation in both executive and
legisiative positions is higher in these
cities than the national average.

of cities with RCV
have Women

Mayyors versus
the average of 23% in the 100 most
populous cities in the US, according to
the Center for American Women and
Politics.

is the average
share of

women on

city councils in RCV cities versus

an average of 25% in the 100 most
populous cities in the US, according to
data collected by RepresentWomen.

*Data current as of Jonuary 2019

. . Current Women's
Women's Representation . ,
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Women’s Representation on City Councils Using RCV

Berkeley
Cambridge
Minneapolis
Dakland
SanFrancisco

San Leandro

Sanla Fe
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Takoma Park

National Average
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Women prefer civil campaigns

Studies show Ranked Choice Voting increases the
civility of campaigns and reduces negative
attacks. Rather than engage in mudslinging,
candidates in RCV elections reach out to
supporters of their opponents to earn second or
third choice spots on those voters' ballots.

. Women candidates often prefer running on a
positive message. Such civil campaigns reward
grassroots organizing over expensive negative
advertising, putting victory within reach of less
well-funded candidates.

Vote splitting eliminated

By giving voters backup choices, Ranked Choice
Voting allows everyone to support their true
favorite candidate without throwing their vote
away. This also means candidates can run without
concern about unfairly undermining, or conversely
being harmed by, another candidate with similar
views or a shared base of support, Multiple
women candidates can run under RCV without
hurting each other's chances, and voters are freed
to support women candidates without fear they
will split the vote.

"Ranked choice voting allowed vafers to take a chance ona
candidate lilke me, on other candidates like me, to say listen, |
will vote for this person, because my values are aligned with
what this person is saying and what they will do, but if they
do not prevail in the race then | can vote the next best
person in the race.”

-Nekima Levy Pounds, 2017 Minneapolis Mayoral
Candidate

Benefits of consolidating elections

Ranked Choice Voting allows cities to replace primary elections, including preliminaries, with a single RCV

general election. This saves cities money and also:

= Yields a shorter campaign season that's both less expensive and allows women to campaign without
jeopardizing work and family commitments. This is very important in local elections because they are the
first rungs of the electoral ladder, where candidates can begin building their political resume and career.

= Addresses participation problems that plague primary elections. Turnout tends to be very low and the
voters tend to be disproportionately older, whiter, and wealthier when compared with the electorate as a
whole. Cities with RCV are experiencing more representative outcomes for women and people of color.

www.RepresentWomen.org




